[Suspected diphtheria. Immediately start therapy!].
Only those strains of corynebacteria that carry the gene for diphtheria toxin may cause diphtheria. The only known reservoir of C. diphtheriae is man. The past decade has seen a return of diphtheria in the newly independent states of the former Soviet Union. Owing to a lack of immunization of the population, more than 150,000 people went down with the disease. In Germany, too, contact resulted in a number of cases and two deaths. The sole effective protection is immunization. Although more than 90% of children and adolescents are protected, only 40% to 60% of adults are.